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Th N b l P i i Ph i 1989The Nobel Prize in Physics 1989 
was divided, one half awarded 
to Norman F RamseyNorman F Ramsey "for theto Norman F. RamseyNorman F. Ramsey for the 
invention of the separated 
oscillatory fields method and its y f
use in the hydrogen maser and 
other atomic clocks", the other 
h lf j i l H G D h lhalf jointly to Hans G. Dehmelt
and Wolfgang Paul "for the 
development of the ion trapdevelopment of the ion trap 
technique".



My interactions with 
NormanNorman

• 1994 APS DAMOP Thesis Prize competition
• Many meetings, e-mails, and letters thereon

INT Workshop 
Seattle 1999
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Norman’s eNorman’s e--mail mail of Fri 12/26/20032003 7:10 PM

Dear Dmitry:
Thank you very much for your e-mail of November 18 inviting me to give theThank you very much for your e mail of November 18 inviting me to give the 

Physics Colloquium at Berkeley.  I apologize for being so slow in replying, but it 
required my making a very difficult decision.

Berkeley is one of my favorite universities to visit and at which to give a y y g
colloquium. However, I have high standards for colloquia given at great institutions.  
The colloquium must not only be well presented but it must be on interesting, recent 
and important scientific work for which the speaker has been the principal participant.  
Now that I am 88½ years old I have reluctantly concluded that the colloquium I could 
now give would not meet my high standards for Berkeley.  Therefore, with great regret, 
I decline your very attractive invitation.  

Th d f li i i d h l h ld bThere are many advantages of living in good health to an old age, but one 
disadvantage is the necessity to make some painful personal decisions which are usually 
made automatically by poor health.

I wish you the best of success in your interesting work at BerkeleyI wish you the best of success in your interesting work at Berkeley.
Sincerely,                  Norman


